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Introduction
Of all the people living in America at this time, only those of American 
Indian origin can consider themselves natives of this land. The remainder of 
the population, whether born inside the United States or in another country, 
cannot forget their immigrant backgrounds. This paper attempts to analyze a 
small part of the two-hundred twelve year history of immigration to this 
country, that which took place during the first and second decades of this 
century, and focuses exclusively on those immigrant;: of Greek origin who ran 
small, independent businesses.
Those Greeks who came to America between 1900 and 1920 belonged to a 
larger wave of people entering this country at this time. This group of 
immigrants has been collectively referred to by most historians as the "new 
immigrants." Comprised primarily of people from southern and eastern 
Europe, the new immigrants arrived in the United States comparatively late. 
The influx of old immigrants, those generally of northern and western 
European origin who came during the beginning and middle stages of the 
American period of industrial expansion (during the second half of the 
nineteenth century), reached a relative state of constant flow before the new 
immigrants began to arrive in sufficient numbers. The Greeks were a part of 
the later stages of new immigration and came in fewer numbers than most of 
the other ethnic groups which arrived at approximately the same time.
The experience of the typical Greek immigrant will be traced from the
1
2The experience of the typical Greek immigrant will be traced from the 
moment he decided to come to America to his inevitable merging with the 
people of the United States. The factors that influenced the Greek 
immigrant's decision to leave his native land, coupled with the quality of life 
he experienced in America, greatly determined his choice of employment. 
Most Greek immigrants became small business owners, enjoying the relative 
freedom of self-employment. This career choice, in turn, effected the degree 
to which the immigrant adapted to life in America.
The discussion of immigration can only be generalized to a certain point 
before the generalizations drift farther and farther from the truth. The labels 
"old immigration" and "new immigration" only serve to illustrate certain 
trends in the movement of populations and should not be used to attribute 
large groups of people with similar characteristics. The life of each individual 
immigrant in America was different. The motives for each to come to the 
United States and try to earn a living were different. The qualities and 
characteristics of life upon arrival varied widely for each person stepping off 
the boat. The Political Science Quarterly, in an article published in June 1916, 
perhaps best captured the true flavor of immigration in asserting,
"Immigration is a movement of people, individually or in families, acting on 
their own initiative and responsibility."  ^ The usefulness of generalizing 
cannot, and should not, be understated as without such generalizations no 
understanding of immigration would be possible. This paper attempts to 
avoid the problems of the overgeneralization or, at the other extreme,
3overspecification, neither of which describes the immigrant situation with a 
large degree of accuracy. For this reason, I make use of Peter 
Georgacopoulos', a Greek immigrant who came to America in 1913, life 
history.
The first chapter of this text deals with the earliest stages in the 
immigration process. The chapter will examine Greek immigration in terms 
of the overall number of people who entered the United States between 19(X) 
and 1920. Several generalizations will be useful in this analysis to provide a 
context from which the subsequent text can be drawn. In addition to the 
number of people who arrived, their origins in Greece will also be discussed 
as factors influencing their decision to leave their native land. Strong and 
often complex influences both within America and within Greece caused 
many people to leave their permanent homes and move to ,ae United States. 
Many arrived in this country alone, with no clear path to follow. Most, 
however, knew exactly where they would be going and what they would be 
doing from the moment they stepped off the boat. When they eventually 
settled in their destinations within the United States most found that life had 
indeed improved when compared with that of the "old country."
Chapter two discusses the common trend among Greek immigrants at that 
time to turn to the small business, as opposed to the world of industry, as a 
means of supporting oneself and one's family. Manual labor and a system of 
peonage often characterized the Greek's first few years in this country. 
Gradually, the immigrant acquired a desire to enter and run a business of his
4own. The complex factors influencing this trend to become an independent 
businessman will be discussed as they provide important information about 
the quality of immigrant life in urban America during the early part of this 
century.
The immigrant's adjustment to life in the United States provides the 
material for the third chapter of this text. The milieu of business enabled the 
Greek immigrant to interact with the people of America and to obtain a 
general flavor for American life. However, certain tensions existed within the 
Greek community in America which deterred interactions with Americans. 
The effects of such opposing forces on the immigrant, pressure to become a 
part of American society and pressure to retain important characteristics of 
one's native heritage, often caused the individual to live in a world which 
resembled both societies.
Peter Georgacopoulos arrived at the age of twelve, in the year 1913. The 
events that prompted his exodus from Greece, and those that effected his life 
in America, paralleled those of many Greek immigrants who came to America 
at that time. The details of his initial employment experiences, and his 
subsequent desires to own an independent business, mirrored the 
experiences of many other Greeks in this country as well. Therefore, his 
history became quite useful in the analysis of the Greek immigration 
experience in America and adds a degree of credibility to the paper. His 
personal experiences will be used to provide specific examples of assertions 
offered throughout the text.^
5Notes for Introduction
1. Carl Kelsey, "Immigration. By Henry Pratt Fairchild," Political Science 
Quarterly, June 1916, pp. 332-334. 2
2. The interviews I conducted with Peter Georgacopoulos took place between 
the months of December 1987 and February 1988. The material directly 
taken from the interviews and used in the text appears exactly as was 
dictated. No changes in grammar, verb tense, or punctuation occur as I wish 
to preserve the "flavor" of the language as it was spoken.
Chapter One
Origins and Initial Arrival
The factors influencing the Greek's decision to come to America were often
varied and comolex. Forces existed in both Greece and America which could»
have compelled the individual to leave Greece. Though many thought that 
the move would better their economic status, as the Greek countryside 
remained impoverished and industrially backward at the time, many other 
motives existed which may have prompted the move. Upon arrival in 
America, the immigrant's fate was often not in his own hands. The lack of 
adequate employment opportunities in rural areas forced the Greek into the 
cities of America. There, he lived in conditions quite harsh to the American 
observer but comparably better than those he left behind in Greece.
The number of Greek immigrants who reached the shores of America was 
never accurately recorded. A 1937 source claimed that 1907 marked the 
peak year of Greek immigration.* Another author wrote that in 1907, "about 
37,000 entered."2 The National Geographic, however, reported in 1914 that 
the United States Bureau of the Census counted 101,282 Greeks arriving in
' l
1910. Who was correct? The 1976 Annual Report of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service asserted that 167,519 Greeks, from Greece proper, 
came between 1900 and 1910, and 184,201 came between 1911 and 1920/* 
Literary Digest, regarding an article in The Wall Street Journal, remarked that 
1913 "was of the biggest five years (in] immigration" overall.** Another
6
7source, which remained quite general and therefore probably more accurate,
in 1955 claimed that ninety-seven percent of all Greek immigrants came to
America between 1900 and I920/’ Accurately reported statistics regarding
the Greek population of Chicago did not exist. Peter Georgacopoulos arrived
in 1913 and went immediately to Chicago. Anthony Burgess estimated that
20,000 Greeks lived in Chicage in 1913 while Charles Moskos, a modern Greek
7scholar, discredited Burgess' estimate as "conservative."
Two important factors seemed to have prompted the unreliability of the 
statistical data available regarding the number of Greeks entering the 
country. The Greek government, at that time, kept no records of departures 
from the country. This behavior, or lack thereof, certainly influenced the 
accuracy of the statistics reported in the United States. In addition, the 
statistics of the American Bureau of the Census and those of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service did not account for those Greeks born outside of 
the Greek mainland. Their statistics did not consider those individuals of 
Greek origin, who lived in such places as Bulgaria and Turkey, Greek 
immigrants. Many Greek people living in territory occupied by Turkey, 
during the time when Greece and Turkey were at war, were considered 
Turkish in the official records of immigration. Theodore Saloutos, who has 
studied Greek immigration extensively, astutely commented, "The exact 
number of Greeks reaching the United States will probably never be
known. «8
More consistent information was available regarding the exact composition
of the Greek immigrants. Males comprised an overwhelming majority of the 
new arrivals. Saloutos reported that ninety-five percent of those arriving 
between the years of 1899 and 1910 were males. He also claimed that this 
large ratio continued through the next several years of Greek immigration. 
Another report indicated that in 1920, men or boys constituted about eighty 
percent of the Greek arrivals.*^
A large proportion of the Greek immigrants seemed to have left the Greek 
countryside for a life in the United States. As Greece slowly began to 
industrialize and modernize, and the agricultural methods began to change, 
many peasant farmers simply could not keep up with the level of production 
necessary to survive. * * Several sources stated that the majority of 
immigrants left the agricultural sections of the Greek mainland and the
Islands of the Aegean, the people of which primarily lived lives on the farm.
S he area which boasted the highest percentage of farming population in 
Greece was the Peloponnesus. Though one seventh of all Greeks lived in the 
Peloponnesus, a survey given to Greeks in America concluded that
I ?.four-sevenths of those in America originally came from that area of Greece. 
Saloutos also commented that after 1890, "the outflow was greatest from the 
Peloponnesus." Peter left the town of Saint Basil, about two miles east of
Tripolis (Tripolis was the largest city in the Peloponnesus at that time). His
father owned land on which the family farmed enough food necessary for the 
family to survive. His mother made most of the clothing for the family as 
well. Peter, however, was lucky. He attended school in the village where he
9learned to read and write Greek. About one-third of the Greek arrivals, 
before the United States began to issue mandatory literary tests for arriving 
immigrants in 1917, were illiterate. The nature of the immigrant's 
background in his home country directly influenced his decision to leave for 
the United States.
A variety of complex factors influenced the decision to emigrate. The
desire to make more money seemed to have had the most influence over the
decision to leave. Henry Pratt Fairchild, an oberver of the Greeks in America
at the turn of the century, wrote in 1913 that the primary explanation of the
1 sexodus from Greece to the United States was "poverty." Many wished to 
make enough money in America so that they could return to Greece and 
enjoy a comfortable life in their home villages.^ Indeed "almost all were 
able to make more money here [in America| than at home."^ In 1911, the 
U.S. Department of Commerce and Labor issued a report which claimed, "The 
principal cause for emigration from Greece is the desire to better their 
financial condition.. .There is much poverty (in Greece), even among the rural
1 O
population. IO
The overall poor quality of life in Greece, when combined with 
fundamental problems within the Greek government, produced a national 
climate worth leaving. Agricultural workers occupied the lower niches in 
Greek society. As in most other newly industrialized nations, the most 
ambitious Greeks headed for the urban areas in search of industrial and 
professional employment. Many regarded those who remained behind to
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work the soil as backward and a hinderance to the growth of modern Greece. 
As of 1928, almost sixty-seven percent of the population lived in rural areas 
of the country, * In addition, the Greek government owned most of the rural 
land. The Arable Land Law, officially enforced by the Greek Government in 
1913, replaced the older tax on plows and farm animals with a new tax 
related to the level of production of the land. Many, Peter included, could 
have left Greece to effectively decrease the levels of production of their land 
(most who left were males, the ones who performed most of the farming 
tasks). The Land Law was passed under the administration of King George I 
(1863-1912). Under this monarch, the rural population paid between ten and 
forty percent of their net incomes to the government whereas small 
companies paid only five percent. Agricultural advances resulted from the 
development of industry near the turn of the century. Many of the smaller 
farms could not compete with the large, corporate farmers and suffered huge 
losses in income. These large discrepencies in agricultural production "made 
it more difficult for those [small farmers) to make a living off their meager 
landholdings."^ Also, because Greece industrialized relatively late with 
respect to the rest of Europe, many people living in rural areas lived in much 
the same way as did their ancestors centuries before. Thus it became 
increasingly more difficult for the small farmer to live comfortably in Greece. 
He began to realize that better opportunities for economic advancement 
existed elsewhere and, indeed, many chose to leave Greece in search of a 
better life.
It would be naive to say that poverty solely influenced the immigrant's 
decision to leave his home and come to the United States as there existed 
equally lucrative opportunities in the cities of Europe, destinations surely 
closer to the immigrant's original home. Letters poured into Greece from 
those who had previously come to the United States that described the 
economic fortunes of the new country. Money for the passage to America 
often accompanied these letters, usually written to relatives left behind in 
Greece. The passage money sufficiently illustrated the realities of economic 
advancement in America. Fairchild wrote in 1911,
"So and so from such and such village sent home 
so many dollars within a year" is heard in a certain 
village, and the report, flashed from village to 
village and growing from mouth to mouth, causes 
the farmer to desert his plow.. .so that they can take 
the first possible step for America and gather up 
the dollars in the streets before they are all gone.^
In 1913 a letter from Peter's father, who at that time lived in the United 
States, arrived in Greece. Included in the letter was the money required for 
the journey from Greece to America. Years later, when Peter lived in Chicago, 
he paid for his brother in Greece to cross the ocean. In Greece, as one author 
noticed, rumor spread "like the familiar chain letter."^ When the news of 
the economic fortune accumulated by a relative or friend in America reached 
Greece, many thought that they, too, should seek the same riches.
Through the letters received, many Greeks began to perceive America as
the land of great opportunity. The Greek farmer, as illustrated earlier, clearly 
lacked opportunities for economic gain in Greece. A. C. McDowell, a consular 
agent in Piraeus, Greece, in the 1880s questioned a number of Greeks bound 
for the United States. He found that most wanted to leave because of "lack of 
opportunity at home. J Most seemed to want to improve their lot in Greece 
by moving to America. The employment opportunities available in America, 
they thought, would enable them to return home with more wealth than if 
they continued to work the land in Greece. Peter's father wanted to bring 
Peter to America so that the boy could work. Indeed, as soon as Peter 
arrived in Chicago, he began work as a peddler on the streets. One writer 
described the unusual "pull" of America on those individuals who lived in 
more industrially backward nations,
It is the strength of a new nation, strong, 
energetic,..., building large cities, creating 
excellent opportunities,..., with colossal 
capital in circulation.. .which beckons the 
myriads of working hands/4
The immigrants learned from the letters, some of which exaggerated the 
economic possibilities of the new country, of the supposedly plentiful amount 
of employment opportunities available in America.
If the Greek had neither relatives in America nor contact with people who 
did (a rare situation by the end of the first decade of this century, though one 
which did occur) other means existed to influence the decision to leave Greece
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and journey to America. American and European steamship companies often 
placed advertisements in the Greek press which included tales of those 
Greeks who had, supposedly, accumulate great wealth in the United States. 
Often, such an advertisement was enough to coax people into leaving. Greek 
labor agents, working for American businesses, went to Greece to recruit 
possible employees. The labor agent would often provide passage over and 
would promise a job immediately following the immigrant's arrival in 
America. Of course, the promised jobs sometimes did not exist but the offer 
of the labor agent remained enticing enough for some to make the journey. *
Thus immigration from Greece to America was rarely spontaneous in 
nature. Most often, a relative had already arrived in America and sent news 
home stirring the imaginations of those wishing to better their economic 
status in life. The agricultural situation in Greece was a complete mess, 
making the trip to the United States more appealing. Having discussed the 
reasons for taking the initial step onto the boat it becomes necessary now to 
discuss the immigrant's situation as he came off the boat. Was it true that "all 
are doomed to bitter disillusionment when they find here (in America| hard, 
inevitable toil," or did life here fufill their expectations of economic 
fortune?^
Many of the Greek immigrants who arrived in this country did not leave 
the boat and wander randomly in search of employment. "Many of the boys 
who arrived in this country after 1907.. .said that they were headed for 
some interior point where they could meet the father. ' Because their
passage was often paid by a relative already in the United States, many met 
with this relative when they arrived. "Most Greek immigrants knew just 
what part of the United States they were going to and what sort of work they 
would do when they got there. It was safer to follow the way paved by 
friends (and r e l a t i v e s A  poll taken at Ellis Island reported that 
ninety-two percent of those arriving in New York between 1908 and 1910 
declared that they were joining friends and relatives who had sent for 
them. Peter arrived on Ellis Island in 1913 and promptly bought a train 
ticket to Chicago, the city in which his father lived. His entire journey, from 
Greece to Chicago, was carefully planned out from the start. Charles A. 
Bookwalter, the Mayor of Indianapolis, wrote in a letter to F.lihu Root that "in 
almost every instance they [the immigrants] will say that an uncle brought 
them to this country, then sent them to their brother or their cousins."^
Some immigrants who had no relatives in America followed a different 
path. Those recruited by the labor agents went immediately to the job site.
In those cases where the job did not exist, immigrants sought out places 
where fellow villagers, or at least fellow countrymen, could be found. For 
these immigrants, New York City often became their permanent home as 
many did not have enough money to venture further into the country.
Most Greek immigrants, despite their background in a rural, agricultural 
environment, settled in the cities of America. Industrialization in America 
created more jobs in the urban areas than in the country. Indeed "by the 
1880s most immigrants found cities to be more economically opportune than
15
the country. "• By 1913, one source claimed, twenty thousand Greeks lived
'I'J
in Chicago.' The Greeks, being among the last of the "new immigrants" to 
enter the country, found also that much of the available land in rural areas 
remained scarce. Moreover, work on the land in Greece became exceptionally 
difficult in the face of the new Land Law as competition among farmers 
increased. Many immigrants embraced the chance to finally leave the soil 
and all of its hardships. Also, many of the immigrants arrived with little 
capital. Life in the city was certainly less expensive than the purchase of a 
piece of property in rural America. In addition, the city promised immediate 
economic satisfaction. The jobs were plentiful, often a relative guaranteed a 
job upon arrival, and the pay came at the end of every week. Because the 
Greeks often became merchants and small businessmen, a development that 
will be considered in the second chapter of this paper, the city provided an 
ideal market for their goods. There were plenty of people around to 
patronize their small business operations. In the cities, the Greek could live 
within the comforts of other Greeks as well, to ease the transition from the 
old country to the new. Saloutos observed that "Chicago was a particularly 
desirable place for the boy to work -  for almost every province of Greece 
was represented there.
Once in the city, the conditions in which the Greek immigrants lived
'i |
seemed appalling by the standards of American society at the time but 
marked a slight increase from the quality of life in Greece. The American 
Journal of Sociology, in a study of Greek immigrants around Hull Mouse in
Chicago, reported that "overcrowding and poor living conditions prevail 
among Greek immigrants."*^ The same journal also reported that though the 
immigrants represented a much lower standard of living than that to which 
most Americans were accustomed, "many of the immigrants raise their 
standard of living somewhat." Peter described the place iri which he lived 
when he arrived, capturing much of the flavor of The American Journal of 
Sociology's report,
Horses were underneath. Kitchen, beds, and 
everything were all in one. Everybody had his 
own bed. It was a barn. It was a big place. One 
room, it was. In the other room was kept the food 
for the horses and we used to throw it down.
The stalls were on the east side and we used to 
sleep on the west side.
The predominance of male immigrants among the Greeks also effected the 
quality of life in the city. Family life, as had been enjoyed in Greece, was 
often not a part of the life of the Greek immigrant. The absence of the 
woman usually meant that the men would eat, not at home, but in 
restaurants usually owned by fellow Greeks. Grace Abbott, an observer of 
the Greek community at that time, commented on the family situation of the 
Greek immigrant, "The men who are here alone must live together in large 
groups without the restraining influences which come with normal family 
relationships,"36 This situation also meant that the children of the household 
often went to work instead of attending school. The boy was needed to bring
in a certain amount of the income that enabled the group of men to exist. It 
has been asserted that often a half-dozen men would rent a cheap apartment 
and share expenses collectively. Another source claimed that almost 
three-fourths of the laborers and peddlers in Chicago shared this living 
situation. Upon arrival, the situation for the Greek immigrant was indeed 
tough. Less than adequate living conditions combined with strenuous 
employment must have tired the immigrant. However, they endured.
Perhaps this was because many viewed their stay in America as temporary, 
only to accumulate a sufficient amount of money needed to return to live a 
life of luxury in Greece.
Most of the Greeks who arrived came with the intent to eventually return 
to the homeland. Evidence illustrated that only the earliest immigrants, those 
who arrived in the late nineteenth century, accomplished this task. Many left 
their wives and families in Greece when they set out for America. Lack of 
money coupled with the promise of eventual return seemed to have 
prevented them from initially bringing their families to America. Most did 
not sell their land in Greece, an indication of their desire to eventually return. 
Peter chronicled the return of his father saying, "He went back. He had 
family there, two daughters. He came back to work in 1912 here [he initially 
came to America in the late 1800s and returned to Greece for a brief period 
during the second decade of this century|. Then he went back. I told him 
before he left here, 'Every month I’m going to send you a check. 1 did.'"
The statistics seemed to show an increase in the number of Greeks in
America returning to Greece. These reports were misleading. One report 
indicated that almost half of the Greeks who arrived between 1901 and 1920 
returned. The large number apparantly returning did not return 
permanently, however. "One cardinal feature of Greek-American ethnicity is 
the trip back to the old country," one author reported. * Peter's brother Jim 
"came to work. I |Peter| used to pay him twenty to twenty-five dollars a 
week. The guy made enough money that he went back to Greece in 1927 -  
to visit. Me made enough money to go back to visit, then! Working, what the 
hell do you make?" Jim returned to America to join his brother as a business 
partner. Steady employment and the promise of good wages seemed to 
entrench the immigrant in American society but the ties to the old country 
were also strong. The "visit" illustrated the compromise position between 
these two opposing tensions. Eventually, most Greeks brought their families 
over to America to live. Few, most often those among the earliest to come to 
America, left America to reside in Greece permanently. Peter summed up the 
view of the immigrant towards their new country.
We all came with that idea [to make money 
in America and return to Greece] but I came 
here young and go' accustomed. I loved the 
country here. I didn't want to go anyplace else.
In fact, I didn't go back until 1965 and then 
just for a short period of time.
The Greek immigrants thus retained an admiration of their home country.
Their first experiences in America must have been difficult. Would they 
indeed make as much money in America as did the relative who commonly 
sent for them or was the entire journey for nought? The characteristics of 
the immigrant's early experiences often influenced his decision to open a 
small business and retain a sense of self-employment, as opposed to working 
as an employee in a factory-type situation. Most Greek immigrants who came 
between 1900 and 1920 opened small business establishments. What these 
establishments were like and what prompted the Greek immigrant's desire to 
open a small business remain to be discussed in the following chapter.
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Chapter Two
Employment in the New Land
A considerable number of Greek immigrants became street peddlers upon 
arrival in the United States. * For many Greek immigrants, peddling marked 
the first step in the evolution towards independent store ownership. Several 
characteristics of the peddling trade made it practical for most to accept 
within a few weeks of living in the United States. Most immigrants arrived 
with little or no money and the job required small capital. When they met 
their relatives and friends here, they were able to borrow the small amount 
of money necessary to begin peddling. Most purchased their wares 
(generally fruits and vegetables) from wholesale dealers who sold at 
extremely low cost. One author commented, "The new immigrant who was 
fired with ambition but hamstrung by limited capital traditionally took up 
the pushcart." One did not have to understand the English language to 
peddle on the streets. Often the wholesalers and customers were Greeks 
themselves. From peddling in non-Greek areas, the immigrant gradually 
began to better understand the language of America. The peddling business 
also involved immediate and profitable returns. The immigrant had money 
in his pocket every day that he peddled. The wholesale price created a large 
margin for profit as the wares of the peddler were sold individually rather 
than in bulk. Finally, as a peddler the immigrant learned to enjoy the 
freedom of being one's own boss. On the street, the peddler was not under
24
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the watchful eye of a manager. However, the freedom was not complete as 
most worked for relatives. Peddling marked the first stage in the 
development of the Greek immigrant's desire to run an independent shop. 
Peter commented on his first two years in this country,
When I was here for about a year, year and 
a half in this country, my father bought a 
horse and wagon. He was selling bananas.
Every time he got stuck with a box of pears or 
something a little spoiled, I used to put it on a 
little wagon and go in the park where the people 
were. I used to sell them. Whatever money I 
used to get, I gave to him.
Burgess commented that by 1882 over one hundred Greeks could be found 
peddling candy, fruits, and flowers.^ Other employment opportunities were 
available to the Greek immigrant upon arrival, however.
Many Greeks who came to this country between 1900 and 1920 came as 
young boys and subsequently labored for the "bootblack'1 or shoeshine trade. 
Many of the labor agents mentioned in the previous chapter were shoeshine 
bosses, often referred to as "padrones." The "importation" of boys to work in 
the bootblack trade began in the 1890s after the Greeks recognized the 
shoeshine trade to be quite profitable. Finding eligible boys to work was not 
a large problem, as many of the padrone's friends in Greece and America 
were eager to bring their boys to the United States.-* Most of the bosses tried
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to "recruit young men from their home provinces. Most of the padrones 
came from Tripolis and the surrounding villages so therefore most of the hoys 
working in the trade were called "Tripolitsiotas."^ Peter arrived and found 
employment peddling goods for his father. Kventually, he too shined the 
shoes of many Americans.
They were looking for shoeshiners at that 
time. I got it 1 (lie job] through a fellow 
that my father knew. 1 made fifteen 
dollars a month |working| from morning 
until we closed the store. There were no 
hours. 'Fhe hours were no object then.
Peter's accurate description of both his entrance into the shocshinc 
business and the hours that the boys were forced to work typified the 
experience of most of the boys who entered the trade. The boys often had to 
work from five o'clock in the morning until ten o’clock at night. The owners 
usurped all of the tips that the boys earned. In addition, the employer often 
provided living facilities for the boys, located on the premises. Peter 
described his living conditions while working as a bootblack.
These fellows had two or three shoeshine 
parlors. They had quite a few boys working.
They had a big apartment. We all used to sleep 
there and they used to give us fifteen 
dollars a month, but they used to take 
my tips away.
The shoeshine system thus subjected the boys to a great deal of exploitation
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by the padrone. The boys worked long, strenuous hours and lived in 
overcrowded, often unsanitary, conditions/ In addition, the bosses restricted 
the opportunities of the boys. Often, the children were prevented by the 
bosses in seeking other, more lucrative, employment elscwhewre. Peter 
remembered an incident in which he had the opportunity to leave the 
shoeshining trade to enter a job at a nearby bank.
A fellow by the name of Charles Dawes was 
the president of the bank. I think he 
was also the owner of the bank, too, at 
that time. 1 used to go shine his shoes 
and he used to give me a dollar, lie said 
to me, "Work here (at the bank) and I'll 
send you to school. You can go to night school 
and be educated because you won't have to 
work as many hours." So I asked my father.
|My father) asked the fellow I worked for 
who said, "What do you want to do, lose 
your boy?" They thought that if you drifted 
away from the Greeks, you lost your family.
This incident in Peter's life illustrated both the strong hold on the child by the 
shoeshine padrone and the contact between the boys and people outside the 
immigrant community.
Indeed work in the shoeshine parlor had beneficial effects on the 
immigrant youth. No matter how hard a padrone tried to curtail the boys' 
opportunities of employment outside the shoeshine trade, he could not curtail
the boys' interactions with the people whose shoes they shined. The 
experience shining shoes on the streets of a large American city immersed 
the boys in American society. The bootblacks thus acquired a general 
awareness of the composition of American society through the contact they 
had with Americans on the street.^ Because of their confined situation, the 
Greek boys were able to save nearly all of the money they made shining 
shoes. ^  Peter said that with the money he made shining shoes, added to the 
money he made as a worker at his uncle's store (another common position of 
employment experienced by the Greek immigrants), he rented a store and 
began a business selling candy.
The effects of the shoeshine business on the immigrant were varied. It 
gave the immigrant a distaste for the idea of working under someone.
Though the shoeshine padrone was of the same ethnic background as the 
worker (and often from the same area in Greece), the atmosphere was 
nonetheless repressive. The boys worked long hours for low wages. On the 
streets of urban America (where they spent most of their day), they 
discovered that a world of opportunity existed. When they had accumulated 
enough capital, and were brave enough to have squeezed out from under the 
strong thumb of the padrone, most took the first steps towards self 
employment. An Intermediary stage, between work in the shoeshine parlor 
and work in the business world, existed and was a path taken by many Greek 
immigrants.
Prior to owning a small business, the Greek immigrant had to acquire a
certain knowledge of how such a business could be operated. This knowledge 
was often a result of peddling goods on the street (indeed many Greeks 
purchased a small business when they had accumulated enough capital from 
the peddling of goods on the street) but many gained this knowledge through 
an apprenticeship in a small business environment (usually in the shop of a 
relative). Saloutos wrote that "some found employment in shops operated by 
fellow Greeks, learned the trade, saved their money, and opened a store of 
their own as soon as circumstances permitted."  ^  ^ Burgess also said that 
"most Greeks serve an apprenticeship but their apprenticeship is shorter than 
with most nationalities. In that time, he has learned some English and has 
accumulated enough wealth to venture on a small commercial enterprise for 
himself." Following his employment at the shoeshine parlor, Peter worked 
for his Uncle Louis' confectionary store. "In all the years I worked at the ice 
cream parlor," Peter commented, "I watched my Uncle Louis. I saw how he 
made candy, peanut brittle, quite a few of the caramels.”
The number of Greek immigrants who operated confectionary stores was 
astonishing. In 1908, it was reported, the Greeks owned two hundred 
thirty-seven sweet shops in Chicago alone. ^  By 1913, the number jumped 
to about four hundred.*^ The census of 1937 reported that seventy 
thousand Greeks in Chicago owned retail stores. Twenty-six percent of the 
restaurants and eighteen percent of the confectionaries in Chicago were 
owned by Greek immigrants. A 1906 issue of the Greek Star wrote that
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"practically every busy comer in Chicago is occupied by a Greek candy
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store."^ Similar to work in the shoeshine parlors, work in the 
confectionaries entailed equally long hours of strenuous activity. Many sold 
more than just candy. Store merchandise ranged from cigarettes and cigars 
to ice cream sodas. A successful store would open before six o'clock in the 
morning, drawing in people who were travelling to work. Peter described the 
rather strenuous working conditions in Uncle Louis' store as well.
His |Uncle Louis'| wife used to wake me 
up before five o'clock |in the morning] to 
open the store. Cigars, cigarettes, candies, 
all of that was your business in the morning.
Sometimes I used to work later than 
ten o'clock at night. I didn't mind that 
at the beginning but a little later I used to 
pray to God to |provide] enough sleep.
When Peter opened his own store years later he took his brother, then fresh 
from Greece, as an apprentice. As an apprentice, working conditions did not 
differ much from those of the shoeshine parlor. The work was not as difficult 
but the hours were still long. In the confectionary store more contact 
between the immigrant and the American public existed, expanding the 
Greek's knowledge of the American language and society. The strenuous 
conditions of work in both places of employment, the immigrant's increased 
knowledge of America, a wish to better his living environment, and his 
purpose for coming to the United States (in most cases, to make money) all 
influenced his decision to purchase and run an independent business.
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Much writing has been devoted to the large number of Greek immigrants
17in small business and their natural successes at operating such a business. 
Since the Greeks settled primarily in the cities of America, large opportunities 
to own a small business existed. !t has been asserted that the city with the 
largest number of Greek owned businesses was Chicago. Grace Abbott 
commented in 1909 that "so many (of the Greeks] are independent merchants 
and peddlers and not employees."^ The Greek Star, in 1936, said that "for 
the Greek, work, to be in business, to succeed, were moral duties." A 1915 
study of the Greeks around the Hull House area of Chicago determined that 
"|Greeks| have easily made a place for themselves in business."^ Within a 
similar context an article in an 1897 edition of the Chicago Tribune said that 
"the Greek will not work at hard manual labor.. .He is either an artisan or a 
merchant, generally the latter. J
Many also commented on the great aptitude at which the Greeks operated 
their businesses. Grace Abbott wrote, in a rather racist tone, "It takes a Greek 
to beat a Jew. ^ Another claimed that Greeks "usually win in competition" 
because they possessed a "native shrewdness" and "give good returns for 
their price, keep good-looking establishments, and are invariably polite."^ 
The period of apprenticeship, coupled with the experience in peddling, 
perhaps influenced their general successes in business more so than their 
supposed "native shrewdness." Despite the assertion that "accurate statistical 
data on the occupations of the early immigrants is unavailable," the claims of 
several observers at the time testified to the general Greek aptitude in
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business.
That the Greek immigrant, despite his primarily peasant origin, succeeded 
in business was surprising. Most came to the United States with little or no 
knowledge of business management. Their occupational knowledge extended 
only so far as their agricultural life would allow. As explained earlier, the 
Greeks arrived here primarily to make money and to leave the generally 
unpleasant conditions of the Greek countryside. Most who came between the 
years of 1900 to 1910 already had relatives in America who were involved in 
small business activities. Thus the immigrant's path towards small business 
activity had been essentially paved for him. Those who began life in America 
peddling in the street learned the tricks of the trade and eventually 
accumulated the money to begin an established (immobile) business. Those 
who entered as bootblacks, because of the rough living conditions, learned to 
detest the position of employee. A 1918 journal chronicled the evolution of 
the Greek restaurant owner, from their arrival in America to the proprietors 
of small businesses, "They keep watchful eyes on the mercantilism of any 
business in which they may be employed so as to master it completely with 
the result that in a relatively short while a dish-washer in a restaurant 
frequently becomes proprietor or manager of a little independent
97eating-place." In the small business, it became possible for the immigrant 
to gain wealth with neither an extensive knowledge of English nor a formal 
education. ° The small business also provided a relatively easy means for 
the immigrant to make money. Similar to peddling, the shopkeeping business
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required little initial capital and the returns came almost immediately. Peter 
and his cousin, Spiro, opened a shop following Peter's pericxl of employment 
in Uncle Louis’ store. "He (Spiro) raised about fifteen hundred dollars and I 
had three thousand five hundred dollars. I never spent a dime. Louis bought 
a lo t.. .it was in my name. I gave thirty-five hundred and Spiro gave fifteen 
hundred." Eventually, they bought Uncle Louis' old store and "in three 
months we [Peter and Spiro) made enough money to buy a new soda fountain. 
The old one was from 1903."
To adopt one's familial relations as partners in buisincss was a common 
occurrence among the Greeks. This "collective response" to business, in part, 
resulted from the immigrant's previous employment experiences in the 
United States. During the years working as a peddler, a shoeshiner, or an 
apprentice in a store, the Greek immigrant worked in an environment filled 
with other Greeks, most of which were relatives. An observer of this 
behavior commented, "Their early business activity was not simply the result 
of individual quests but depended heavily on family associations."^ Peter's 
father brought him from Greece so that he could assist the family financially. 
"Whatever money I used to get (from peddling) I used to give to him |his 
father” Peter told me. The familial ties also enabled some to establish their
'J t
businesses through the lending of capital. Peter borrowed seven thousand 
dollars from his cousin, Tom, in order that he and Spiro open another store. 
This ethnic bonding illustrated the strong community ties within the Greek 
immigrant population but certain elements of entrepeneurial activity
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stimulated a simultaneous move away from this collective spirit.
Independent business thus provided a way for the immigrant to lessen his 
ethnic ties. "In America, mutual assistance was no longer connected with the
very foundation of social life. Individuals became concerned with their own
'Y )well-being." A text comparing the Greek immigrants with the Japanese 
and Chinese asserted that "Greeks operated businesses independently while
Chinese and Japanese seem to have operated businesses which were tied
wtogether by a strong network of collec .ve, ethnically based morality."'' In a 
business environment, the Greek had to encounter many people not of Greek 
origin. The customers and wholesalers, if the business was located in a 
non-Greek area of the city, were most likely not Greeks. It has been asserted 
that the most successful Greek businessmen dealt with persons of non-Greek 
origin.^ Peter told of his dealings with other businessmen, "Italian, he was. 
He had a store, too. We bought a load of canteloupes together. There was no 
Greek neighborhood there, it was all Americans." He added, "I took the store 
right next to mine. I tore (down] the wall and I got a butcher and rented him 
the space, Bill Schroeder, a German. I got to finance him a guy named Bill 
Miller. He was in the meat business on Fulton Street." His business activities 
with American entrepeneurs seemed to have been an important part of his 
daily business activities overall. Whether this activity contributed to the 
assimilation of the immigrant within American society or not remains to be 
seen.
One illustration of The Greek immigrant demonstrated his close ties with
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his family and with the Greek nation through an important use of the money 
he earned. A portion of the Greek immigrant's profits were sent to family in 
Greece. One source claimed that families in Greece received between four and 
five million dollars from relations in the United States.- - In 1920, 
apparently, one-hundred twenty million dollars were sent back to Greece by 
immigrants in America. These r embers were astounding considering the 
relatively small size of the Greek population in the United States at that lime. 
This meant that a sizeable number of Greeks sent money back to their 
families in Greece. The population, consisting largely of males, surely had 
wives and children to support back home. Often enough they left Greece to 
make money in America, leaving their families in Greece without the support 
of the labor of the males. As shown previously, many immigrants returned in 
order that they bring the rest of their families to America. Why, then, should 
the immigrant not support the family while he was away? Peter detailed his 
father's exit from this country saying, "My father left for the old country in 
the 1920s. Me went back to stay. My mother wasn't here. Everything he 
made he used to send home. Every month I used to send him a check."
Burgess' claim that "the money earned mi for support of the family left 
behind in Greece" was the "sacred duty to every Greek" perhaps overstressed 
the point. The Greek felt a certain tte to his family. After all, his family 
usually sent him to America to enable him to make the money that he often 
made in the small business but this "sacred duty" did not prevent the Greek 
from retaining enough capital to insure a successful business life in America.
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Greek immigrants therefore tended towards self-employment, enjoying 
the relative freedom that characterized a life without a direct boss. This 
tendency was a product of earlier hardships which characterized the 
immigrant’s life both in Greece and in America. He wished to afford an 
apartment, not a barn he would have to share with other Greek men. I le 
resented the oppressive conditions implicit in the shoeshine business. Quite 
often, he learned the essential skills necessary to start a business from other 
relatives for whom he worked. I le formed partnerships with other family 
members and sent money to the family in the old country. However, the 
business experience often promoted contact between the immigrant and 
members of the American community. The immigrant thus lived in a world 
of opposite poles. On the one hand, he faced a world of strong Greek tradition 
and Greek nationalism. On the other hand, he faced a new world where a 
certain amount of ethnic sacrifice would have to be made in order that the 
imw. i.;--:mt survive in America.
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Chapter Three
America Versus Greece
While self employment loosely integrated the Greek immigrants into 
American society, the strong hold of the Greek community in America 
maintained the immigrant's ties to the homeland. Unlike other new 
immigrant groups, the Greeks largely rejected socialism and, more generally, 
labor organization overall. In the years following the Bolshevik Revolution,
i
this rejection meant, in part, that the Greeks were becoming more American.
The contention that the Greeks, as an immigrant group, turned away from 
socialism has been widely documented. Fairchild wrote, "Socialism finds no 
following among the people of this race in the United States."^ Burgess also 
commented, "In Lowell and elsewhere the Greeks.. .care naught for labor 
unions nor the I.W.W.. The reasons for such a rejection provided insights 
into the Greek immigrant's attitudes toward his new country.
That socialism did not appeal to the Greek immigrants should come as no 
surprise. American labor agents often brought Greeks over to act as strike 
breakers. For example, in 1903, Greek immigrants broke a strike of Italian 
coal miners in Utah. In addition, most of the immigrants viewed their stay in 
America as temporary. They came to make money and eventually return 
home. They were therefore willing to accept the conditions of their 
employment, no matter how harsh, knowing that soon they would return to
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Greece. They felt that to become entrenched in disputes of labor would only 
prolong their stay in America. Tics to the family and Greek community also 
effected the move from socialism. Family and community ties superceded the 
notion of working class solidarity in most cases. The immigrant was more 
worried about taking care of people within his immediate area than
c
conditions of worldwide, or local, working class oppression./ Adherence to 
socialism would neither put food on the table nor heal a sick child. 
Furthermore, most Greek immigrants worked in an environment that neither 
socialism nor labor organization could touch. As small businessmen, 
capitalism in one of its most primitive forms, the ideology of socialism 
directly opposed those of the Greek entrcpeneur. The tenets of socialism did 
not directly effect the small businessman. Most simply spent their day 
building their business which left no time to devote to the concerns of labor.*’ 
Peter told me that he couldn't help me much in this area because "|he| didn't 
follow it." For most Greek immigrants, socialism and labor organization 
occupied no part of their daily life because they had no time to devote to such 
concerns. The Greek immigrant may have also rejected socialism with hopes 
to become better integrated into the American community. In the wake of 
the Bolshevik Revolution, the common perception of socialism and labor 
organization in the United States were as two social evils. Most of the Greek 
immigrant's time was devoted to other concerns, to those of the community 
and the family (the two terms were almost interchangeable) -  the factors in 
the Greek immigrant's life which divorced him from American life.
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The Greek community, in many respects, prevented the immigrant from 
fully integrating into American society. The Greek community possessed 
several interesting characteristics. "The Greek community is largely sufficient 
unto itself, providing the things necessary as well for the body as for the soul. 
The Greek keeps pretty much to himself. He emerges to engage in gainful 
toil."^ This statement, taken from an article written in 1917, demonstrated 
the Greek immigrant's "schizophrenic" lifestyle. On the one hand, the 
community bonded the Greeks together: the Greek language was spoken, the 
liturgy of the Greek Orthodox Church was preserved, and Greek cuisine was 
served. On the other hand, the Greek’s business life forced him into contact 
with the people of America thus eroding his Greek character.
A strong sense of Greek nationalism characterized the Greek community in 
America in a desire "to preserve features of their national tradition and
O
culture."0 As explained earlier, the Greeks who arrived in this country 
without family in America tended to gravitate towards settlements of 
members of their home village. The Greeks who had family in America when 
they came, joined those family members in areas possessing a predominantly 
Greek population. One author described this tendency, 'immigrants in 
America are impelled to settle by nationalities to perpetuate, in part, their old 
culture while at the same time making the necessary adjustments to life in 
the new country."^ Peter described an adventure in the Greek community 
following the breaking of his hand,
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I had a first cousin on my mother's side, 
she used to live on Blue Island and Halstead, 
that's the old Greek neighborhood there.
Her brother and her uncle had a group 
of restaurants there. My father said to go 
by my aunt over there and they'll take me 
someplace to get it [my hand) fixed. So I went in the 
morning — on Sundays we used to go to church 
and stop by the restaurant there to have 
dinner -- and they took me across the street to 
a Grer grocer. He was a shepherd in the old 
c o u p , He took some wood and he fixed 
my ha I.
The community offered a degree of security in the preservation of Greek 
nationalism. This served to bond the Greeks closer together and foster a 
sense of collective security in the new land. The immigrants, severed from 
their ties with Greece, wanted the security of maintaining a Greek "spirit" in 
America. This "spirit" often took the form of the continuation of the Greek 
culture which often eased the harsh transition from a rural, peasnt life to a 
crowded, urban setting. The city contrasted greatly with the life the Greek 
immigrant left behind in Greece therefore some continuity which existed 
between the two lifestyles (the preservation of Greek culture in America) 
eased the immigrant's otherwise jarring uprooting.
An important element of the community was the family (often a group of 
male relatives). The family, like the larger community, served as a base for
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Greek culture and tradition as well. In nearly all cases, Greek was the 
exclusive language of the home. As explained earlier, all of the earnings of 
the individual family members were contributed to the welfare of the family 
itself.*^ The immigrant often obtained jobs through family members. Peter 
began work as a peddler for his father. He then worked for a friend of his 
father as a bootblack. From a shoeshiner, he moved to a job under his uncle 
Louis. Finally, when Peter owned his own businesses, he took family 
members into partnership with him. This was not the exception, it was the 
rule. * * The family concentrated the community ideals of collective security 
described above. The Greek immigrants were "all in the same boat," to use an 
overused clichfc, and therefore were willing to help one another survive. The 
strong ties of the family superceded those of the larger community therefore 
many families entered business together. Because of the strong desire to own 
one's independent business, family members were often taken as partners 
instead of employees.
Another strong organizational unit that tied most Greeks together was the 
church. The Greeks brought a church with them that was, in many ways, 
quite foreign to those previously established in America. The Greek Orthodox 
Church possessed its own rituals and liturgical ceremonies, widely different 
from those of the Catholic or Protestant Churches. This separated the Greeks 
from a large portion of American society. The church performed the liturgy 
entirely in Greek, thus emphasizing a preservation of the Greek language. It 
was not until the second generation of American Greeks became established
in America that the services began to be spoken in English. The first 
generation, however, possessed a religious belief in many ways more 
pronounced than those of later years. Peter described several incidents 
which reinforced this religious conviction.
When I got to be about eight or nine years 
old, I got a blister on my thumb. We used 
to go to a doctor in Tripolis and he used 
to punch it. It would go down but an 
hour later it would still be up. It was the 
twenty-third of April, Saint George’s Day.
North of us was a church, Saint George's.
I went to the cnurch, lit a candle, and faced 
east -- that's how churches were, you faced 
cast. I stood there, just like a statue. A!! of a 
sudden I woke up and the church was empty.
Everybody had gone away. As I was walking,
I thought about what happened to me in
the church. Why had I fallen asleep standing up?
All of a sudden I looked and the blister had disappeared.
Peter also related this story which happened to him a little later in life.
In 1927,1 took sick. I had pneumonia. I got 
like a dead man. I had a dream about my 
mother-in-law. She took me from upstairs 
and we were going down beneath the ground 
in a well. Then, all of a sudden, she left me.
She told me not to be afraid. I started coming 
back up and saw the Virgin Mary. And she was 
dark. When we came to the top, she disappeared.
When I awoke the next morning, I felt better.
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This strong religious belief tied the Greek more closely with the church and, 
therefore, with the community overall.
To case the transition between Greece and America became one of the 
essential characteristics of the Greek immigrant community. The 
immigrant societies could not maintain the same level of cultural 
preservation for a long period of time. This "bond" of the Greek community 
"is not sufficiently strong to hold them |the immigrants! together, especially 
as the immigrant becomes more interested in America."*^ A group formed 
out of the Greek community, the American Hellenic Progressive Association 
(AHEPA), which demonstrated the desires of most Greeks to become more 
integrated within the society of the new world. The AHF.PA pledged to 
"advance and promote pure and undefiled Americanism among the Greeks of 
the United States.. .to educate the Greeks in the matter of democracy and 
government of the United States, and for the general promotion of fraternity, 
sociability, and the practice of benevolence among this nationality."**’ 
Whether the AHEPA actually accomplished these goals is a moot point. 
AHEPA's inception in 1922 illustrated the growing recognition among Greeks 
that they had to become a part of America. That English was the official 
language of the organization meant that the AHRPA was taking at least the 
first step towards integration. AHEPA also helped many Greeks obtain 
American citizenship. Peter joined the organization in 1926 and described its 
characteristics as "like you belonged to a lodge," where "the Greeks
themselves wanted to become Americans." The AIIEPA, a part of the Greek 
community, illustrated the desires of most Greeks to become a part of 
American society and to not become totally lost in their own heritage.
Besides the AIIEPA, several other factors in the Greek immigrant's life 
brought him closer to American society. Of the primary factors promoting 
assimilation: the learning of English, the attitude of the immigrant towards 
the United States (often a function of the economic prosperity of the 
immigrant), and the frequency of contact between the immigrant and the 
citizens of America, seemed to be the keys. The business environment 
produced the ideal context in which to learn English. All of the business 
transactions with persons of non-Greek origin had to be conducted in English. 
Of course, the learning of English became more rapid if the business was in a 
non-Greek neighborhood. The business atmosphere, if successful, also 
promoted a general acceptance of life in America. Good business returns 
often produced feelings of admiration for the country in which the 
immigrants earned those rewards. The business endeavor also increased the 
frequency of contact with Americans. Most Greeks owned confectionary 
stores and catered to the people travelling to work in the morning. People off 
the street came into the store, not because it was owned by a Greek but 
because the store :,old cigarettes and coffee. Peter said of his ice cream store,
"All American people came in to buy sodas and that."
Another way through which the Greeks integrated into American society 
was through military service.*^ Though it is "impossible to give a figure of
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the number of Greeks who served with the United States armed forces," other 
factors supported Greek commitment to the American cause during World 
War I. The Greek Star of February 1917 reported, "Now it is no longer a 
question of being pro-Ally or pro-German but it is a question of pure 
Americanism. And we, the Greek-Americans, loyal Americans, are here to 
stand by the flag -- the flag that flies over 'the land of the free and the home 
of the b r a v e . B y  1918, the Greeks in the United States purchased about 
ten million dollars in Liberty Bonds. Peter s cousin, Spiro, entered the 
ranks of World War I soldiers because "he had no money." The Greeks, 
therefore, may not have been as dramatically supportive as the Greek Star 
asserted that they were. The armed forces brought the Greek immigrants 
closer to other immigrants and to other Americans on the battlefield. The 
language of the army was certainly English and the wartime situation surely 
instigated intimate contacts between Greeks and other Americans on the 
battlefield.
An obvious way for the Greek immigrant to illustrate his acceptance of 
American society was to become a citizen of this country. By serving in the 
armed forces, the immigrant gained citizenship quite easily. By 1930, 
one-half of the Greek population in America had attained citizenship. *
Peter gained his citizenship in the late 1920s, after learning a sufficient 
amount of the English language.
The Greek immigrant thus held onto the old traditions he brought with 
him from the old country while simultaneously trying to integrate into the
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society of the new world to which he had moved. The process of integration 
was not rapid but gradual. Strong ties to the community, family, and church 
slowed the pace of assimilation. Al IRPA, a product of the community, 
facilitated the integration of its members and, itself a product of the 
immigrant community, demonstrated the Greek's willingness to become a 
part of America. Small business had the most impact on the integration 
process. The store owner's customers and distributers were primarily 
American allowing the immigrant to experience people outside of his own 
race. This process was accelerated if the business were located outside of the 
Greek community. Ultimately, the attainment of citizenship became a symbol 
of the Greek's desire to become a full part of the American community. The 
Greek immigrant's pride in his heritage, however, was never lost.
Notes for Chapter Three
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1. In Saloutos, The Greeks in the United States, he wrote, "Marxism made no 
appreciable progress among Greek immigrants," p. 332. Moskos also wrote, 
"Most Greeks were not to be stirred by the worker's movement," p. 14.
2. Fairchild, p.209-10.
3. Burgess, p. 154.
4. Kraut, p. 90 and Moskos, p. 47.
5. Moskos, p. 47 and Bodnar, p. 108-9.
6. Kraut, p. 156,174.
7. "America's Vest-Pocket Athens," Literary Digest. March 17, 1917, p. 743.
8. Philip Taylor, The Distant Magnet. (New York: Harper & Row, 1971), p. 215.
9. Brown and Roucek, p. 546 and Saloutos, p. 96, "Ethnic minorities, we are 
told, often carry with them their ideals, political rivalries, and traditions with 
them wherever they settle -- The Greeks are no exception."
10. Kraut, p. 82.
11. Bodnar, p. 131, Moskos, p. 2, and Cummings, p. 59.
12. Burgess, p. 76-8.
13. Brown and Roucek, p. 547.
14. Ibid, p. 547.
15. From the AHEPA charter.
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16. Brown and Roucek, p. 550 and Kraut, p. 112.
17. W. JettLauck, The New Immigration." The American Review of Reviews 
December 1920, p. 622.
18. Saloutos, p. 167.
19. The Greek Star. February 1917,
20. Melvin Hecker and Heike Fenton, The Greeks in America 1S2K-1077- ft 
Chronology and Fact Book, (New York: Oceana Publications, Inc., 1978), p. 24.
21. Moskos, p. 33 and Saloutos, p. 239.
Conclusion
The exact size of the population which left Greece and came to America at 
the beginning of this century will, perhaps, never be known, One can say 
with great accuracy that the largest number of Greeks who ever came to this 
country came during the first two decades of the twentieth century. Though 
the group was relatively small, the motives for undertaking the journey 
varied with each individual. These primary motives, coupled with their 
initial employment experiences in this country as bootblacks, peddlers, and 
store apprentices, wet the Greek immigrants' appetites for private business 
ownership. Their experiences as entrepeneurs allowed them to break from 
the ethnic constraints of the Greek community and become a part of the 
larger American community. Philip Taylor wrote that assimilation arose from 
"a series of conflicts between competing influences from the wider American 
society battling with the entrenched leadership of heads of families or of 
ethnic institutions." *
The eventual integration of the Greeks has been noted by several 
observers of the Greek community. A letter written in 1920 to the editor of 
The Outlook commented that the "love and admiration of the Greek people for 
America is overwhelmingly growing. Another contemporary observer 
noted, "Industrially he is a positive asset in the United States."^ Another 
author described the Greek experience in the United States as "a blend of 
ethnic pride and resourceful participation in American society."^ The Greek
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immigrant seemed to have accepted his new home and to have learned to 
benefit from all that it had to offer.
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Immigration has profoundly effected the character of American society as 
well. "These outlanders are irrevocably our race, our nation, our stock. He 
enters a new environment, he creates a new environment for us," quoted 
Harper’s Magazine in 1914,*' The effects of the early immigrant society are 
still being felt today. Kraut observed that "the contribution of so many varied 
immigrant cultures to the shape of American national character is 
incalculable. The immigrant entered a foreign land and, through a series of 
compromises, changed himself enough to create a comfortable atmosphere in 
which to live. "The melting pot is only a myth; America will continue to be a 
nation of heterogeneous peoples, but a nation richer in its heritage by the 
very fact of its variability."^ The contributions of such different cultures 
came together to produce the America experienced today but one must not 
ignore the importance of the individuals, each of whom experienced America 
differently.
The use of Peter Georgacopoulos' history has been insightful in several 
ways. As Taylor wrote, "The nearer.. .we approach districts and individuals, 
the nearer our study will be to the t r u t h . T h e  events of Peter's life have 
helped to personalize this text and, in such a way, add a touch of realism to 
the larger theoretical postulates. "To fully understand immigration, one must 
listen to these personal stories. Ultimately, history is not made by huddled 
masses but by specific individuals. Such individuals may have exhibited
similar characteristics from which generalizations can be formed but the 
importance of these people as individuals should never be lost.
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Notes for Conclusion
1. Taylor, p. 112.
2. Kyriakides, Nicholas George, "America and Hellenism," The Outlook. June 9, 
1920.
3. Burgess, p. 130.
4. Moskos, p.l.
5. Weyl, Walter E., "New Americans," Harper's Monthly Magazine. September 
1914, p. 617.
6. Kraut, p. 181.
7. Brown and Roucek, p. 4.
8. Taylor, p. 27.
9. Kraut, p. 185.
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